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SUNDAY 
Sunday School — 9:00 AM 

Morning Worship  — 10:00 AM 
Worship Center  

 Nursery and Children’s Church available 
WEDNESDAY 

Summer JAM—6:30 PM  
 Sanctuary 

Youth—6:30 PM 
Upstairs Youth Hall 

Refresh — 6:30 PM 
Dining Room 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Phone:  (601)737-8331 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 



Caleb Hughes 
Lead Pastor  

Higher Gifts 
What comes to mind when you read that Ɵtle: “Higher GiŌs”? Are those giŌs 
the ones that are more valuable or invaluable? Are they giŌs that are most 
useful? In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul is wriƟng about spiritual giŌs. As is usually the 
case, when Paul addresses a specific maƩer to a church, there is usually an 
important reason to do so!  
 
Corinth was a church in an area full of many cultures from many backgrounds. 
Its geographical locaƟon made it like an internaƟonal airport, a melƟng pot of 
people. The crowds in Corinth were big fans of eloquent speakers. If you had a 
big voice with fanciful speech, you were highly esteemed. Unfortunately, as is 
oŌen the case, the church took aŌer the culture and treated the “speaking 
giŌs” of the Spirit as higher giŌs than others. Those with spiritual giŌs of 
tongues or prophecy were praised, while those with private, meek, personal, or 
humble giŌs were overlooked and discarded. People were coveƟng the louder 
giŌs and saw them as far greater than the quieter giŌs. Paul then wrote to the 
church to address this problem! 
 
1 Corinthians 12:29–31 — “29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess giŌs of healing? 
Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher 
giŌs. And I will show you a sƟll more excellent way.”  
 
I’ve added some bold for emphasis. The answer to the eight rhetorical        
quesƟons is a resounding “NO”! The word “but” is also doing some heavy    
liŌing. Paul is saying the loud, beauƟful giŌs are not always higher! Verse 31 
seen above is the last verse of the chapter. The next chapter (13) is all about 
one word in the context of “higher giŌs”: love.  
 
The point is this: the higher giŌ is not a maƩer of volume or opƟcs; the higher 
giŌ is the giŌ that can be used to lovingly build up the church!  
 
ChrisƟan, you have been called, equipped, and giŌed to serve the church, and 
all of us who make up the church should use who God has made us to be to 
glorify God by loving and serving one another! Are you pursing the “more  
excellent way” of living a life that loves and serves others?  
 
In Christ, we are called to, not merely focus inwardly, but outwardly to pursue 
what is beƩer, greater, and higher.  
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