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Caleb Hughes 
Lead Pastor  

Be Not Overly Righteous 
Ecclesiastes is one of my favorite books of the Bible. It is like the end-of-life 
journal of Solomon, who tried to find fulfillment in all of the wrong places, 
only to find that it can only be found in one place: walking with God. As 
great as Ecclesiastes is, it can also be a real head-scratcher at Ɵmes! This 
verse is one of those head-scratchers: 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:16 — Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too 
wise. Why should you destroy yourself? 
 
I recently read that and devoted myself to figuring out what in the world 
Solomon meant by that! Did he mean that we should try to be godly but 
not too godly? Surely not! I need all of the righteous wisdom I can get! 
 
The term “righteous” can also be understood as “right/jusƟfied in one’s 
own cause.” With that in mind, here is my paraphrase of the above verse: 
 
“Do not feel like you always have to be right and be proven right about  
everything. If you do, it will only lead to your destrucƟon.” 
 
No one likes, respects, or wants to be around a “know-it-all.” There is    
wisdom in admiƫng your wrong and humbly acknowledging your lack,  
because through such a spirit, God will guard, preserve, and bless your 
heart. Not only do you not have to be proven right in every conflict or   
argument; someƟmes it is a blessing to be proven wrong. Which is the 
greater opportunity for God to grow your heart? Which do you find to be 
more endearing: the friend who is “never wrong” or the humble friend who 
is willing to acknowledge their wrong? 
 
As you pursue righteousness and wisdom, “be not overly righteous, and do 
not make yourself too wise.” Not because you shouldn’t desire those    
virtues, but because you need to acknowledge that oŌen Ɵmes, you lack 
them. May God fill up in us that which we lack. 
 
 
Ps. File this under lessons your pastor is sƟll learning :) 
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